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Welcome

...to the Spring edition of the SEND & Inclusion Newsletter. In this latest
issue we are focussing on key developments both nationally and locally in
supporting children with SEND, their families and partners.

SEND and Inclusion Updates

Local Updates

Once again a Big Thank You for your contributions to our
survey about the For Provider area of the Local Offer. We
have made improvements to this area based on the
feedback and suggestions raised in the survey. The page is
now more streamlined and hopefully easier to navigate.
Please take look and if you have any further comments do
get in touch.
For Provider: Information and guidance for childcare
Education, Health and providers, education providers, health and care
professionals
Care Assessments
Remember if you have any comments about the
Remember the deadline for
Local Offer as a whole, the best way to respond is via
the LA to receive an EHC
the website survey
request is the last working

The Local Authority statutory panels meet on a regular
basis and welcome school or settings sending a member
of staff to observe the panel and the decision- making
process. This aids transparency and those who have
attended, stated it had been invaluable professional
development. If you would like to find out further details
please contact:
Maxine Lewis for the 5-25 age range:
Maxine.lewis@durham.gov.uk
Fiona Callaghan for the 0-5 age range:
Fiona.Callaghan@durham.gov.uk

SEND Toolkit

day before May half
term!

The first edition of the SEND Toolkit is available on the Local Offer
site. The Toolkit has been co-produced with a range of educational
providers from Early Years to Post 16, as well as parents/carers.
Although it is primarily for SENCOs it should also be shared with Head
teachers, governors and any staff involved in providing SEN support.
Work is continuing to co-produce the extended second edition which is
scheduled to be published in July 2017. Thereafter we aim to update the SEND Toolkit on an
annual basis.

SEND Information
Report


Schools are required to
have an Accessibility Plan
showing how they are
planning strategically to
increase access over
time. Schools must publish their Accessibility Plan
on the school website, which is aimed at:



increasing the extent to which disabled pupils can
participate in the curriculum;



improving the physical environment of schools to
enable disabled pupils to take better advantage of
education, benefits, facilities and services provided;
and improving the availability of accessible
information to disabled pupils.

Although schools are not required to carry out these
changes prior to receiving a pupil with a disability, they
would need to have a clear plan as to what
modifications may need to take place on receipt of a
pupil with specific needs.
Each school should determine the format of their
Accessibility Plan, but each of the categories above
should have elements of short, medium, and long-term
planning.
Schools will need to provide adequate resources for
implementing plans and must review them regularly.
OFSTED inspections may include a school’s Accessibility
Plan as part of their review.
Remember to include:


How the curriculum is differentiated and, at Key
Stage 4, what alternative accreditation is offered.

Evidence of compliance with
the Public Sector Equality
Duty (PSED)
In carrying out their functions, public
bodies must have due regard to the
following 3 elements:
1. Eliminate discrimination and other conduct
that is prohibited by the Act;
2. Advance equality of
opportunity between
people who share a
protected characteristic
and people who do not
share it;
3. Foster good relations
across all
characteristics between those who
share a protected
characteristic and
those who do not.
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Properties on Word
documents
SENCO’s can you please ensure that when
you update any policy documents that you check the
‘document properties’ and remove any erroneous
material i.e. reference to other schools.
To do this:
 Right click on Document


Click on properties



Click on Details tab



Open link Remove Properties & Personal
Information (at bottom of window)



How information for pupils, parents and the
community is available in different formats.



Highlight Remove the following properties from
this file e.g author Kathy Douglas



Plans to improve the signage in the buildings and
grounds.



Tick Author and OK



OK and exit



Arrangements that could be put in place if a
disabled parent needed support to attend a
school event, e.g. the availability of a signer for a
parents’ evening.

During the Autumn term we audited every school’s
website to ensure Accessibility plans were published.
Feedback was provided at the Spring SENCO Network
meetings but if you would like further clarification
please contact either Kathy or Wendy.

Education, Health and Care Transition
Plan September 2014 – April 2018
Durham County Council’s plans for transferring Statements to
EHCP’s were first published in September 2014. The updated
Transition Plan is available on the Local Offer and provides
progress made since September 2014 and details of those
groups children and young people who will be transferred to
the new system over the remaining year.

National Updates
New Funding for SEND support 2017 – 2018
Additional funding for 2017/18 has been agreed to continue to the support key groups who have been
instrumental in bringing about the progress seen to date:


£15 million for the Independent Supporters programme, run by the Council for Disabled Children



£2.3 million for Parent Carer Forums



£1.8 million to Contact a Family

This is in addition to the £40 million allocated to local authorities to continue to support the transition to the
new system for SEND.

Rochford Review
The Final report published in December 2016 set out the recommendations of the independent Rochford
Review group. We are awaiting outcomes from the consultation and will let you know as soon as we do and the
implications for assessing our children at KS1 & KS2 who are working below the standard of national curriculum
assessments.
Click the link below to read the full report:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/rochford-review-final-report

Local SEND Area Inspections
Ofsted and CQC have undertaken 21 Local Area SEND Inspections since July 2016 to
judge the effectiveness of the area in implementing the disability and special
educational needs reforms as set out in the Children and Families Act 2014. Please
be aware it is not the school that is being inspected. Inspectors will seek views on
how the LA is providing support to implement the SEND framework.
No evaluation will be made about the overall quality of the individual providers or
services visited. Published reports to date show that inspectors are
interested in aspects of SENCO support i.e. networks, professional development
and the contribution they make to meet the needs of pupils at SEN Support.
In the March issue of SNIP (Special Needs Information Press) there is specific information
taken from the Local Area Inspection letters to alert SENCOs to aspects of relevance to the inspection team if
their school is included in those visited during the inspection.www.snip-newsletter.co.uk To view the 17
published letters please follow the link below:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/local-area-send-inspection-outcome-letters

Independent Support
Independent Support is a national government initiative launched in January 2014 and designed to help parents
and young people navigate through the Education, Health and Care (EHC) planning process. An Independent
Supporter provides time limited impartial information and support to families and young people with special
educational needs who are going through the process of developing an Education, Health and Care (EHC) Plan.
This is a FREE service with Core Assets Children’s Services working as your Independent Support provider.
To request support or to find out further information please contact the team on:
National Helpline: 0800 028 8455
Email: ISreferrals@coreassets.com
Web: www.coreassets.com/what-we-do/independent-support-service

Useful Resources
Early Years SEN Toolkit available on the Oxfordshire website:
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/early-yearssen-toolkit
The Toolkit contains wealth of information and links to resources
to support children within the 4 areas of need.

YoungMinds teamed up
with The Charlie Waller
Memorial Trust and The
Royal College of Psychiatrists to create a series of cocreated short films and digital resource packs on selfharm with young people, parents and professionals.
The aim of No Harm Done is to reassure those
affected by self-harm that things can and do improve
- it can be hard work, and it might feel worse before it
gets better, but coming out of the other side is so
worth it. All three films are from the perspective of
someone who has experienced issues surrounding
self-harm: young people, parents and professionals.
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/noharmdone

Charlie Waller Memorial Trust http://www.cwmt.org.uk/
is a charity promoting awareness of depressive
illness, particularly among young people. They
provide training and awareness raising for schools, parents/
carers and young people. The website has some excellent
resources including a free book
club. The book club is for staff
working with children and young
people who are keen to discover
new resources or build on their
knowledge and skills about
emotional wellbeing and mental
Health.

Education, Health and Care Plans – Examples of Best Practice
The Council for Disabled Children has produced some good practice guidance to support the writing of good quality EHC
plans. It is available on the CDC website https://councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/

Speech, Language and Communication Framework
This is a free online self - evaluation tool from the Communication Trust, that allows practitioners to map skills, knowledge
and confidence in SLC and highlight professional development needs.
To find out more: www.slcframework.org.uk

The Sandwell Early Numeracy Assessment:
Really useful in identifying gaps in learning, targeted interventions and makes it easy to transfer targets onto support plans.
www.powerof2.co.uk
www.catchup.org/interventions/numeracy
www.nessy.com/uk
www.mathematicshed.com
www.talk4writing.co.uk

Speech & Language Training
Teaching vocabulary in the primary years is a course that is appropriate for teachers and
teaching assistants working with all children in primary school. Staff attending will learn
strategies they can use for teaching vocabulary.
Date:
Time:
Cost:
Venue:

Thursday 6 April 2017
1.30 – 4.00pm
£40/person
Morrisons Trust, Morton Park, Darlington

Course dates and how to book: Leanne McCluskey, training team administrator, leanne.mccluskey@nhs.net,
www.nth.nhs.uk/services/speech-language-therapy

The County Durham and Darlington Targeted CAMHS
Team Mental Health & Emotional Wellbeing
Awareness Training Programme 1 April 2017 – 30
September 2017 is now available.
There is also some scope within CAMHS for bespoke, additional training
which can be delivered to groups within their own setting.
Please email any bookings or enquires to: TEWV.countydurhamcamhstraining@nhs.net
Don’t
The LSCB Winter Newsletter
is now available and can be
downloaded from the LSCB
Website www.durham-lscb.org.uk
Inside this issue:
 New online multi-agency child protection procedures
 Revamped booking arrangements for LSCB training
 Children and Social Work
Bill
 Growing Up Digital
published by the
Children’s Commissioner
 Kayleigh’s Love Story
highlighting the dangers
of online grooming
 Operation Encompass
 A list of forthcoming
training
 Various other news items.

Teri Corsan Bland, SEND and Inclusion Officer
03000 266 785 or 07880044616
Teri.CBland@durham.gov.uk

DAY 1
Summer cohort

forget!
Best Practice Network and
Durham County Council
SEND & Inclusion Service NASENCO are
recruiting for: Summer Cohort 2017

is a free educational
resource on children and young
people’s mental health. There
are a couple of sections relevant
to schools: www.minded.org.uk
MindEd -

SENDIASS for Young
People
The SEND Information, Advice and
Support Service is able to provide direct support for
young people. Please find link to flyer with contact
details. http://www.durhamsendiass.info/
wp-content/uploads/sites/32/2016/07/Durham-IASSleaflet.pdf

Wendy Boyes, SEND Advisory Officer
03000 262 784 or 07900701940
wendy.boyes@durham.gov.uk

Kathy Douglas, SEND Advisory Officer
03000 262 822 or 07747486701
kathy.douglas@durham.gov.uk

If you have any queries please do not hesitate to get in touch with any of the team

Dates for your Diary
SENCO Network Summer Term 2017
Date

Time

SENCO Network

Venue

20.06.17

9:30 - 12.00pm

COL 1,2,3,4

Stanley EDC

20.06.17

4:00 - 6.00pm

COL 9, 10, 11

St. Joseph’s, Blackhall

21.06.17

9:30 - 12.00pm

COL 6, 7 & 12

Spennymoor EDC

22.06.17

9:30 - 12.00pm

COL 8, 15

Spennymoor EDC

22.06.17

1:30 - 4.00pm

Secondary SENCO

Spennymoor EDC

27.06.17

1:30 - 3:30pm

CoL 5, 13, 14

29.06.17

9:30 - 11:30pm

03.07.17

1:00 - 2:30pm

SEND and Inclusion Training Spring Term 2017
Date

Time

Course Title
(all based at EDC Spennymoor)

04.05.17

9:00 - 3.30pm

New SENCO

10.05.17

9:30 - 12.00pm

How to hold a Person Centred Review

16.05.17

9:00 - 4.00pm

SENCO as a Strategic Leader

Sjovoll Centre, Pity Me

17.05.17

1:00 - 4.00pm

EHCP Paperwork and Processes

Special School

The Croft

26.06.17

9:00 - 12.00pm

Nursery

Ox Close Nursery

Practical Strategies to
Support the Four Areas of Need

Remember… if you have difficulty in attending the Network meeting for your particular COL you can attend any of the
meetings if the time is more convenient. However we strongly encourage Secondary SENCOs to attend the Secondary
Network as there are specific items relating to secondary and Post 16 provision that are discussed there.

